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When Things Were Perfect

PREFACE

GCood,even great bands are comparatively thick on the ground on this part of the planet,
but sadly the big names never seem to tread the boards in the fair hamlet of sunny
Huntingdon.Things changed ,however,on the 29th Sept. 1985 when the semi-lsgendary James
played at Hinechingbrooke house in Huntingdon,suppotted in great style by Perfect Vision,
The Deviance,Red Over White and The Children Of Some Tradition.That we manages to
entice James down was miracle enough; that we got God to lay on the sunshine was even
petter,but what was cven better wvas the wralth of local talent w .ich waa displayed to
all 300 plus in attendance(not 90 as reported in some rag...).We ope the taster on the
tape you have just anolle out for proves to be an enticing one and that this booklet
makes an interesting little read and enables vou to put faces to the music.Above all
thoug..,we hope that "When Tings Were Perfect” helps to prove that good live music DOES
exist outside London,and should you have not reard these bands live before, encourages
you to forsake tre telly or the bar for a nig:.t and support local music in your area.
To close,we thank you for your support and particularly to those w o helped to make

the 29th such & success,a day "when things were perfect”.

Contents
The DeViance A definitive guide to Cambridge's next big thing.

TheChiIdrenOfsomeTradition Huntingdon's finest strut their

funky stuff(man) -

per FE CT ViSION A condensed chat with local cings of modern musis.
red Ovef Wh ite NOT a gothic punk banr'More mindbending info inaide.

James MCA put the blocks on the music,so you'll have to make do with &
brilliant interview instead(sorry.ecc.e).

And now the du'l backslapping Ditecssces

Many thanks to all the fol'owing:

Peter Downes(Hinchingbrooke school head),all Hinehingbrooke groundstaff,all at Stavros
PA hire for excellent job,Adrian Rigelsford & Phil Jackson(1ights), Trevor Dann et al at
Radio Cambs.,Mark London(for bravery and language sbove and beyond the call of duty),
Diane Kelly for food,Gramse Mackenzie for arvice and encoursgement,Clare Heywoode for
plying ue with Red Over White info and contacts and finally to Steve Hartwell,whose
doom,gloom and cynicism was an inspiration to us all.But most of all the bands and
their managers for first class ~erformances THANK YOU EVERYBODY.
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nmey could just be tne
pop success.

"BLUE SUSLE NEWS

A few words-about the ingredieniS.e.ses

TYE LEVIANCE:a wonderful pop delicacy.

JIM SCOPES:Jacket & Vocals.
th London t'n'd band )

Previcus vands:SKINT(Sou
™e Cure.

Division,Cocteau Twins,

ed in (and researching into) prehistory anc¢ the

Influencea:Joy

Jim is a vegetarian ané is interest

Indian subcontinent.

JON TTUSURN:Trousers and guitars.

Previous bands: EXPLODING ™0YS(Newcastle 2-piece)

Influences:ﬂotorhead,Rusn,Led Zepreline.
otballing and pataematics wnizzkid,at present toying with tre atmospaere and

Jon is a fo
ut why it rains S0 muach 1

"trying to work O

n 3ritain”.



ZON EMERY:Waist coat and bass.
Previous tands:CREAM VACTORY(Oxford pop band),HCBIZITCH{Bury St.BEdmunés rock band=-

"utterly crap!’

Influences:Magazine, Elvis Costello,Julian Cope.

Con studies rocks,enjoys running quickly etc.etc.Usec to »e a militant socialist,now

L]

mellowead to a Kinnoekite.
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T™ese are the members of The Deviance,tne most enticing noise to come out of Cambridee

in a long time.The band are a cnarming,intelligent group of people who clearly take

their music seriously,wnilst managing "0 preserve a friendly and unpretentious atmospher e
at all their gigs.Having come to the attention of local fans througn occasional live
outings and two excellent tracks on the "Eye Of The Storm” compilation("Perfect Strangers”
and "Pictures"),things have generally been hotting up waiting for the day when the boys
pecome BIG.Recently,the band's demo,featuring the two tracks above plus "Self-Destruction”
and a remix of "Perfect Strangers" has been doing the rounds of record companies.We wait
with baited breath for the results.Once tne band have been signed up by a label with
brains, they are going to go a long way,hopefully starting of{ with what they hope will be
their first single,the brilliant "Perfect Strangers”.Part of the appeal of the band lies
in their totally natural image,in fact,you could hardly meet a less "deviant" group of
people.But things have not always been quite so clean cut,as we discovered upon delving

into the band's past,a brief summary of which we bring you now.



. Tne levirnce startec in 198z as 'Tae
lThQ Se.yua Qv, qnts Sexu] i.reviants'.mghf; years away from
’ t1eir current polisned sounc,the band
vere & noisy tnrasa,frontec oy a Jim Scopes
psually wearing & dress on stageNumbers 1o their set includec some pretty suspect toons, Such
Bs *,exual Deviants" and nrigesic oxecutives'. im anc Jon are tne only t-0 members left from

Rne original Sexual levianis lineup.

In 198%,.a lineup resnufi.e led to Don being

Tt Jiantss . e
/ _ V Idn recruited orn bass &lOME vitn(shriek!)s REAL
4 0 ‘ 'Q { Q UD

drunmer,a German by ine the name of Kai Weick.AS a
fesult of tnis enange, tne band became ST U —— m——— —_
'The Devianis'and tnere was & reneral 4 e _ e : T
Fellcuinf ir. their overzll soun‘.
‘Then,iL carly 1064, Kal lef* the band

for pa3tures nNev.

37Ne Peviance,

L]

-

Becomina "Tne Deviance', the btanc p=ed
g number of drum macqines Lo oeel up
sheiy ruitar/bass foundations,one of
tne lousier Oonss only naving 1wO
fvariable rnythms! Frequent renearsals
led to the development of their pre=-
serit set and ihe ditching of some of
tneir nastier 0old numbers.

Things begen 10 100k more sclid wnen
+ne band ertiered 1ne firat Cambridge

Rock Croup Competition.Tney were

yunners up in tneir neat and were given

studjo time as & prize.lin YMay,tney |
o !_..I{
supported tne Roaring Boys and were e &
esked to recoxrd ‘heir cemo &1 Space~ 1o
2 i ey v, .

warc.Following this,they landec & e
greal spol supporting New Order at tne B f; ‘_'{ 4;{
New Hall Ball in June.Anc as for -heir
greatest moment,it must surely be supporting tnat wonderful banc¢ James at Hinchingbrooke,

(not tnat we're in any wey wiased)anc going dovn & treat with all tnose in attendance.

There you have it tnen,& brief summary of 2 banc wno will be very big in the near future.
If you can,get out and see tne bpand live-their excellent music speaks for {tsel{.Remember

where Yyou heard it first..............
JUST RELEASED ON PEEVEL:"ICI TAMNAT TONS"=THZ DEVI WCE-A SUPEZR3 COLLECTION OF LIVE AND STUDIC

REZ0RDINGS=-Available ‘oT £1.50 from Peever at 4€ ,XKinberly Re.,Cambricge.
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a nice bunch of chaps
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All the bancés on this cassette are producing a diverse range of sxcellent music,
but some of the bands have had the criticism levelled at them that they may be a
trifle,er, 'mature’ (vell,old).This is a stupid comment to make but one band who will
not receive any such sttacks are The Children Of Some Tradition,seeing as at the time
of going to press all the members of the band were under I7 years of age.

The Children are s greup of 4 Huntingdon natives-Jon Haymes(vocals),Phil Green
(bass),Toby Smith(guitars) and(at the time of the gig and the recording of the two
tracks on this tape) Steve Timms(drums),who has since left to form hardcore punk
band White Army Renegades.

The central core of the band is guitarist Toby Smith,who writes all the songs
including,unusually, the lyrics which Jon sings.In fact,Toby was the main forece who
first put the group together back in I984,I first emcountered them over & ysar Ago
when they were called 'A New Beginning'.Their first song vas called "Politically
Minded',apperently about "the patheticness of govt." and they covered Clash songs
£i11 out their set.Surprisingly,they wers complete ocrap,and they were writtenm off as
no-hopers.Then,as they practised and worked on new materisl,a dramatic change took
place.Ditching A New Beginning for The Children Of Some Tradition,they ventured out
with a8 new set an¢ played a gig in early ‘85 to enthusisstic response.In the early
gsummer, they went down to Reel Studics in London and put down an excellent 4-song
demo,2 of the tracks from that tape appearing on this cassette.The band had changed
completely from the dismal plastic-punk rubbish they used to be into & fresh,positiee
outfit,mingling & sort of upbeat Bunnymen/Bragg sound with Jon Haymes' vastly impro-
ved voeals.They took amcther step forward when they appearsd as support to James,
vhich resultsd in the tape being picked up for redistribution and bookings for more
gigs.

The Children will be playing live in the area over the next few months,and in e~
rly '86 they will bs competing in the Cambridge Hock Group Competition.CGet cut and
see a really promising band if you can.look out for the tracks on the tape plus
"The Boy With no Heed',’'Slice Of Life' and the feedback monstrosity’'The Church Ltd.'
After the collaiao of the legendary Inferior Bacteria,The Children Of Some Tradition
look set to carry the torch for Huntingdon bands in the future.



PERFECT vISION: "Aggressive modern stuff"(local paper),"nuscuur.uodem susic" (Peeved
press release ), A band to awing to-On tne end of & rope"(where'a RKobin? fanzine},"A
vand that sound like Jorn Furt 1ooks“(ZigZag),"Who?”(uy granfmother?)-whntever you care
to say or read about { em,Perfect Vieion are T-E Cambridge band=bringing their unioue
plend of offbeatl ﬁoom—pop,ezcellent guitar noise,well rard dual vocalists and superd
stage work evel closer to mass pub'ic attention.The band nave been going geveral years
now,releasing two 12" ep's,an g-track cassette.performing all over the shop and generally
causing a bit of a stir in tne area.T-ings have ooker to gO supernova geveral times in
the past-what witn 8 nationally(anﬁ favourably)reviever ICA gig and & session for Peel=-
but so far tne Aritis pub’ic at large remain aninformed-for the mome. .t 8l least.We mel
nyer lads" in theiT sma'” butl per-ectly ~y~ped Ha~s( garden in Cambridge for &n early
a{ternoon rendezvous.Blimking in the bright sunlight, they slun% out from their subt~

erranean dens and told us asout t emselveSecescescss

“ and iy Migtory, £ buye” chal be bhaqhl i fhe tolg of time, the cotehes ghal B¢ canght

'.""PERPELT'VIS!ON

left to rignti-
JAMES DANIEL
GILES T:OMAS
STEVE XERRI

JON LEWIN




JON LEWIN(Guitar,voc-ls.Writes for I-2-Testing and "ocal Weekly News rags.Talks about
£igs on Radio Cambs.Calm,likeable)"Jello,my name is Jon(pauses to t.ink)Lewin.I play
guitar most of t .e time and t-e others nave trouble snutting me up.I sing a vit and I'm
sses:2J01"y nice."The smoots one!

GITES T'OMAS(Bounds around w ilst playing guitar or alternatively stomps foot moodily
when playiﬁg at the Jurleign "sroebox” Arms.Throws jelly babies around througnout t-e
course of t'e interview anc has 2 pecul ‘ar,bittern-like laugh wnich b'ots out everytn-
lng else on the tape when it is used.Funny,likeable.)"I'm Giles.I play suitar when Jon
isn't and I'm late for everyt-ing"The loud one!

STEVE XERRI(Vocals.Dominates stzge witn an aggressive presence,usually incoxrporating mu
ch ramoant pogoing and remarks sbout "Orson Wel'es=who's dead".Inte ' ligent,liceables)
"Hello,I'm Steve Xerri,spelt X<EeR-R-I.I sing,I do ludicrous dancing and I am the bands
vastard."The eccentric and talkative one!l

JAMES DAXIEL(Bass.A backroom boy-provides solid bass backdrop(yan? )and jigs around a bit.
Slicks back -air on stage.A cark'n'moody one,James rnjoys vorking wits animals anr
children and vants to travel,ad an all consuming passion for Leonaré Nimoy when he
vas younger and obviously consiFerab'y stranger.I vould fescribe him &8s guiet and
likeable if it adn't become zome a ridiculously overwor:ec cliche earlier on. )"I6m
James.I play t-e bass anc T would be the bands bastarr if Steve wasn't,sc instead I

fon't say much."The enigmatic one!

And so,amid much gpuffawing and tirowing of jelly babies,ve skip gaily past the humorcus
and 1lig t-tearter introfuctions and get irto TYE INTEFVIEW.



G.You've been described as being at t-e forefront of tre Cambridge music sceén€c...
GCILES:We said thatese.-..

Q.And with articles in Ziglag,Peel sessions etc.etc.,hovw does it feel coming back to
small time stuff like t is?

JON:To be honest,ve never really went away.Things like this(being interviewe¢ by the
infamous ‘Where's Robin?® )seem muct. more natural.One article in ZigZag,however comple-
mentary,is after all on y one article.We're harcly ruge now=t-at happens next week.
STEVE: Tuesfay to be precise. |

Q .Would you say it's been beneficial to be part of t-e Cambridge scene?

JON:No,not at all.If you play where you live,say in Manchester, then peop'e are going to
be coming to see other bands anyway and they may coincifentally see you.For instance,
people may go to see the Smiths and may catch sight of say James(perhaps,but they
definitely won't get any recordings of f them...).But NOBODY comes hers to 566 ANYBODY
and there is no thriving scene for peop'e to come and see us.

Q.How did you come to this conclusion of yours that Cambridge is I5 years behind the
current music scene?

JAMES:A11 you have to do is look at the gigs that are going on,look at ine bande playing
and look at tne number of people attending and you vill rapidly draw the conclusion that
most people are going to see bands who,if not revivalists,should be revivalists, because
what they're playing ought to have die¢ but hasn't-r'n'd pands,heavy metal bands-most of
the bancs that are getting work and succeeding in the area ¢re in those veins.
GILES:The Bambricge idee of somet-‘ng racical is ripping off a thing that happened five
years ago,or doing something early '70's.

JON:Having said that,there are some good onea.Your Dinner for evample(a band who charge
MORE than Jamesi),It's not that there aren't any good bands,it's just that the styles
they've chosen +end not to reflect...the eighties.

Q.And Perfect Vision do?

JON:Yes ,bacause we &I€ powerful and refreshing and we have & strong end positive stance
on technology which other banda,woll,havnn'tarhny just use the ecuipment to make the
sound a bit lusher,not thinking about how they could use it in & new way,except periaps
"hey,lets go for a big ZTT reverb thing.”

JAMES:We still get stick for using tapes on stage.

Q.Perfect Vision are certainly & band looking +0 the future.Have you any time for these
éreary old musicians who s&y that you have to cut yourteeth in millions of chilcdhood
pands,have pla; :d your instruments for yeers and years,be a first rate musician and

jam with the 'ads for years on end with oodles of screeching musical poatnring....not
thet I'm trying to weight the question in any way

perfect vision



PV 001

PV 002

PV 004

PV 005

PV 00€

PV 007

PV 008

PV 009

PV 010

PV OII

PV Q12

PV 013

PV 014

THE GESTALT-FUNEFAL PARTY FASHIONS

The collectec worka of a great eleciro pop band
THE PRIMARY-RADIO SILENCE

The first vinyl offering from PEEVED-available
from local record shop via Backs & The Cartel
PERFECT VISION~DEMONSTRATION

B-track cassette from superb Cambridse oand
MARTIN BAXTER-BECAUSE IT WAS THERE

An eclertic collection of music,has peen
likenec to the Fesidents

THE SAME-SYNC OR SWIM

The essential ambient album=brilliant

GENERAL MOTORS-IOW T€/7

Pasyc-edelic rock remeniscent of 'Saucerful ‘*Flovd
RIMARIMBA-BELOW THE HORIZON

Systems music

VARIOUS-FELIXSTOWE POCKS

Several people niding behind peseudonyms & making
great music

ROBERT COX-RANDOM MUSICS

Atonal music

TYE DETECTIVE-BEHIND WIRES

One sice pop songs,t-e other electronic

MARTIN & CREAVES-FIRST FLIGHT

Synth/pop duo

CASABLANCA STYLE-INTO LEGEND

Superb guirky pop

THE FARAWAY STARS-WHALESONG

Far out'Weiré and wonderful.

CEQ

Tu

C30

CEO

ca0
c40
Ca0

Ceo

C40
C40
30
C40
CI5

C40

KeN NOASIIUM WIMS |



PV 0I5 VARIQUS-THE EYE OF THE STORM €90
The first Cambridge Compilation.Featuring:-
PERFECT VISION muscular,modern music;THE DETECTIVE
crucial pop;THE DEVIARCE excellent pop band;
PRESIDENT REAGAN IS CLEVER powerful pop;THE RED £2.00
ARMY CHOIR Talking Heads-=ish;NICK BRETT I[EVINTON
soetry in motion;EXPLODING HAMSTERS funk/salsa/
1atin;SNAPICABINET wacky;FEVER GARDEN velvet doors;
FLAB raw;COLONEL COMEZ heavy;CHARLOTTES PARTY rock.

PV OI€ PRESIDENT REAGAN IS CIEVER-TRINITY LIVE C€o
Excellent pop band live at Trinity College

PV OT7 VARIOUS-AAEAD FULL OF NOISE Cé66
The second Cambricdge Compilation.Featuring:-
TEE HERBS garage band;TABLETS FOR FELIX goths;
GLASS ASYLUM gentle pop;MARTIN BAXTER sound sampling
& go=-go!;THE BLUE MIST pop;CAMERA SHY soul/funk;
STORMED punk/reggae.

FV 0I8 THE HERBS-AT PLAY C40
Ten studio tracks from an excellent garage bancd

FV 0I9 THE DEVIANCE-IOI DAMNATIONS C40
Mixture of live/studic tracks from a superb band

PV 020 VARIOUS-WHEN THINGS WERE PERFECT CEO
Superb cassette plus increcible booklet.......

PV 021 VARIOUS-TICKLED PINK C60
The third Cambridge Compilation.Featuring:-
SPIRKE pop;DEPENDING ON THE WEATHER variable with a
posaibility of thunder later;THE LOVELY rock;
VANISHING POINT edgy rock;STRANGE BREW punk/metsl;

and several otherS..cssee

penaad 195

All tapes are £1.50 with the exceptions of PV 015/20/2I.Add 50p when
orcering from overseas.Prices inc.pkp.All cheques/PO's & IMO's to
FEEVED RECORIS.Sende to 4¢,Kimberly Rd.,Cambridge.If you don't like it ,WIFE IT.




Perfect Vision

JON: (partia’ly obscured by Giles' booming laugh)I have no time for them at all,because
{ never played in & band or on any musical instru-ent before tris one.The thing is that
there are other skills involved,such as programming.

JAMES:Musicians s-ould be able to do other things ratner than play lots of chords.
JON:I think I owe a sreat debt to Srian Eno,w .o said "Look,I can do this with an

{inst ument,tnerefore I am & musician.”

¢.] feel tnen that we can conclude t at you are interested in tne techno'ogical side

of things.

JON:Not in a fetishistic way,as in"We've got to have a Fair'ight,we've got 1o have a
Fairlignt".eeess.it would be nice tnougnh.We're {nterested in new wrys of manipulating
sounds,sucn as sampling ayntaesisora.Pooplo say "rey,you can make this thing sound just
like & piano.." well why do tnat wnen we've got pianosiIt's much more interesting to use

technology to denature sound, to get something vou coulén't get before.

And so the interview carried on-Perfect Vision clearly demonstrating their original and
exciting approach 1o current muaic-uaiﬁg correctly the egui-ment around at the moment,
without disappearing into mOgabucks tecnoland and sensibly ditching the dull "normal
gear only" school(sorrv about spelling techno wrong,ruined my f10Weeo-. ) If you are &
newcomer to Perfe t Vision,listen to t.e tracks on tae tape a few times and become
hooked.Alternatively,step out one evening anc¢ see them 1ive=-they are easily one of the
bast prrforming bands in 'he area,numbers to shout for inc'uding "Scratch And Howl",
"Hole In The Soul","T2is Hook" and Bowies "Repetition” (most of whicn are on this tape).
Per-aps they'll be Cambridres next biggest export apart from lots of very other famous

and clever/rich people.

(The full text of tnis interview,which is very very interesting,will
be printed in 'Where's Robin?' no.3)

DISCOGRAPHY
", ,.our broken crown...” I2"ep
LAUGH AT BREAKAGE/DRIVE ME/THIS HOOK/SWIM TO ME

"Coincidence” I2"ep
COINCIDENCE/DREAMS IP/CROSSING BORDERS

GEEELEEOKEEP YOUR EYES PEELED FOR NEW PV MINI ALBUM-OUT SOON@ceegeed
CASSETTES |
"Demonstration"-8 Perfect Vision tracks.A Peeved Release.
"Eye Of The Storm"-Cambridse compilation inc."This Hook" & "Hidcen Nation"
"Anotner Spark"-Excellent compilat’on inc."Empires and Ashesa"
*When Th:ngs Were Perfect"-Essential collection.
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22 LVeY Wnite iz 3 4 piec2 rarna basea in ramsey,
-Amzriiyesnira.  Former.y Flaring undeér “he name Tablets For
J2lix, Tns zand ravs rsen TIF2ThSy now Ior a year and i nalr 353
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SUring Tniz time Ths band nave Fiayed fund raising 7igs at l-cal
FIuUth fluds, charicy scnesrcs tor ramine reiief in Ethizpia, and
arimal rignoz inciuzing an all day zZren air festival in ipswich
Z.Wn zauare:, Mora czcent.y red Jver White supporrtea
inderencant :cnart tocperz James (! Ior :io0cal Live Aid.

Theze 3igs, zogethsr witn BXT2aNzlve pr2s:z coverage in virtualley
all lzcal newiparerz, ana mentions in the natiocnal mucic press,
nave brougnt ked Uver white i3 strong fcllowing which all but
#0ld cut copiez cf their rirst demc reccrded in September 1984.
inese earlier tracys have ai-o been fesatured on a Cambridageshire
compllatiosn cassetts enritiad "A Head Full of Noise" on Peeved
keccras.

The current 1emo tape nas had tracksz featurea extensively on
Fadic Cambridyesnirs, wnichn nave been met with favourable

Shouid you reguire rurther informaticn, tapes, or to arrange a
meeting pl2ase contact:
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FELT LAY
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Dave WitK

Charity gig will
aid the starving

A CHARITY event ©
help raisc moncy for
Ethiopsa is being d at
Warboys Parish Centre
lomOrTOw evening siarung
at 7.30.

The Children of Afnca

their own wnq}
Recently, Tablets For
Fehix travelled 10 Bedford
10 record two of thewr songs
and are planning to record
further matenal in the com-
ingraomm.
band came abou! as

benefit dance features local

band Tablets For Fehx, a 3 result of a three band gig
disco and refreshments and st Warboys last January
sdmission 15 80p. fearunng Four Minuies, 50

Tabilets For Felix formed ~ What and Vengesnce.

shout » year ago fea- Drummer David Fletch-
ture three from er, bass guitarist David
Warboys and one from  Wick and guitarist Brendan
B were in So What and David

Fictcher also played in
Four Minutes with vocalist,

(20), David Wick (19) guitarist and keyboard
and Brendan Costello (17) r Tim.
q:emnndlofthnrm fier the event, Tim be-
wriung their own material gan 10 appeas with So What
snd pow present 2 prog- and when he joined the
ramme that features just  band changed thew name 10
one cower version-among  Tablets For Felix.

=
cltv haml eant £

PETERBOROU GH
EVEN R

J STANDARD _

_.-1E

p e WD -‘i

- '-,x.-E,':-

. AL

2

Y

Tina §200KS

8 € NS

e

X gEp OVER WHITE e

18 thteiield Road .%1©
Ramsey

Huntingdon

Cambs PEL17 1AQ




Local new-wave group ‘So What' are hopin
that their uncompromising style of music will no
put ofl oo many people The group describe thei
music as ‘far from a safe bet’ but they have no pian

to change just to please people.

Lead gunarist Brendon Costello saxd: “We playv simply beca
W¢ enoY 11, 50 we don 'l intend o change simply 10 become
popular.’

The group started up together at the beginning of the year 2
with all four members coming from the same school. Ramseys?
Abbey. They wre David Fletcher (drums), Brendoa Costellog”
(lead guitar), Tim Brook (guitar and vocals) and Dawvd Wickey
(bass guitar ).

The group feel that four 1s just the night number for the type ofa.
sound they sre tymg 10 achueve Tim Brook expanded on thus:
‘Al one time thers were oaly three of us and we felt limited 1n the,
range of music wz couid produce, but we feel that we have got ot
night now '

They are completely seil-tavght and had to practise in thir
own ime. Even now they find i difficult 10 get together on 3
regular basis as Tim 5 at presemt studymg at Kingston
Palytechnic 1n London.

They are unwiiling 1o place their music i any one category,
preferring (0 seek 2 stvle of thewr own, but the new-wave
svertones are obvious from their ‘demo tape’ , which includes
the songs "Hystera® and "One Day’.

Brendon saxd: ‘We are trying hot 1o Calegorise Our musc, but
obviously we have a list of inlluences who shape cur music

"W'e hke groups such xs The Cure and Killing joke. | suppose
you could say that our sound stems from puak rock, but we feel
that it 15 2 progressson.”

One problem the group are expenencing 1s the lack of places
to play locally, but they have played in some Jocal youth clubss;

Their first tape did have » professional sound, whach they feel
was down 1o the the praduction and muxing. They have a raw,
and very bauic sound, with a strong bass hine taking the place o(‘
ihe standard gunar solos. )

Tim Brook saxd that the group had not been able to send off 3,
copy of the (ape to many record companies yet Decause it was s
popular at their oid school that they are going 1o 2ve more cCopiess,
wade up.

The group's song wriung 1s always & joint operation, withy
sdess comang from each of the four members, but the fymncs &
usually handled by Tim Brook

They are certaniy talented tu: 4 more commercial
would surely take them further.
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JAMES are different. James songs are, very short. James very rarely do interviews,
in fact they're bécoming rather an enigmatic bunch of lads, "Where's Robin ?" managed
to get an exclusive talk with this band who are being heralded 1n some quarters,quite
rightly,as the future of pop music. Roving reporter Joseph Attwood oausht up with the band
at an International Youth Year organised conference on Peace,Drugs and Alcohol at
Bastwood Grange in Derbyshire. Here James' singer Tim Booth took an active role in
the weeklong conference which culminated in a special 13 hour opem air comcert to the
30 or so guests,which showed the bands' dedication towards their art; the art of making
perfect pop songs,

Here is a brief outline of the band who earlier in the year were brought into -the
public eye by supporting the Smiths on the "Meat is Murder" tour,in the words of drummer
Gavan...."James were born out of a really big buzz that was going around Manghester
about 6 years ago,with bands appearing like the Buzzcocks JMagazine and Joy Division.

It was really easy to get gigs then,we used to play 2 or 3 times a weekseeooThe name
was our old guitarists idea,he was really in love with James Kirk of Orange Juice,

and we liked the idea of naming the band after one of us (Jim,the bassist)..e..In thoae
days we stripped the music down to just the earliest influences; Nursery Rhymes and
the Hymns you sang at school. Ve didn't want to sound like anyone else,we used to throw
songs away if the bass-line or rhythm sounded anything like Joy Division.”
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licw about the music,what is a “lymn From A Village" 7
1t's some kind of naturel inatinctive music,it's like cot puro' emutnttons.
"If Things vere Parl'm‘ what would ynur "Village" be liko ?

grr.Along pnuu)...l‘maﬂc questionl (t-)...l‘h rmdmg Plato's "lepubno' at the moment where
he triea to put forward the idea of the pm-fcct society,viich is 1 quite intresting idea. i pnrt‘tct
society would be,in sy view - [ disagree with most of Plato's idens,would be based upnn..gmtng
your own food and ¢ king lonllj,cm main work done would be agricultural,vould be simple . *oolay -
would be providing for tho nesds as they arose. If there —as any kind of leadership in the 'village’
it would be a leadership which just refllected the poople it m1s leading. There would be some idml
of built-in mechanism so that the leaders wers not necessarily,as in thds society,those wio are

the wost -mbitious or those with the biggost ega’s or those with the biggest probless, Boeauso

that is how leaders get to the top in this society,l think I'd say thot's sueeping,?'lmow I don't
think 1've scen anyone who,or maybe | or 2 who in the last 20 yers crop up and you think,wowl
these prople dem't seem to have got to this position from greed,from acbition,or from idealism
which has timed to eymicism. Aud so whatever kind of society it i3 that you're building,you've

got to build into it a structurc where it 1a the most =isc people who get to the top. If you have

lewiers =io cun oniy offer pecple malerial gosls,liiea the people are going to be unhuppy becuuse the
cind always wants oore,no mattor how much you'd get - you'd mant more. If your mind nants wore then
i1t means you're going to go to war with scmeone slse if you think they've got more, Aod in temms of
@en,as a oind,you want pore soeen and want specinlly ths vwoman that some other man has got....

vesel woulin't impose vegetarianisa in the ‘willage’,but you'd try and show people what happens
when you become & vegatarian. You see most meat-eaters have never tried vegetarianiam for two months
which is sbout as long ns it takss to be very sure adtout the difference in your cwn constitution
that takes place when you're vegetarian, Most vegstarinns have at some point daten meat,they've
tried that aide, A1l 1'4 advocate is that meate-satsrs try vegetarianism,for say & coupla of months,
becansn it decs comnletely schange your outlosk = IL changes you in levels thet are quite shocking
after two menths, You pealise that rood ia energy nnd the energy that you toke im to your body has
a great deal of cffeot on the energy that you give out,it changes you redically osd so I wouldn't
imposs vegetirianiss on anyonw at all, Jhat 1'd 1ike to Jo 1a to suggest that people try it...
veesinimals don't just have & function ccording to human needs. They are in the environzent to
keep the balance of the environment aswell. Like cattle originally would've had o natural reason
for them to bue in the cavironment,thoy nren't just there for human use,to eat. That's a false

promise of a ncateeater,

‘hisis an extract of an interview in
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TIN : lio,because the shole idea of the music and Lhe concerts is a celebration of people. Part of the idea
is you try to go Lo the concerts with an open ndnd ,and anything that happens you accept. Obviously
you com't do that,because the mind doesn't work like Lhat,but when you sucoeed you go Lo our concerta
for s clebrmation with the awlience, If you are saying 'I am political,this is right,this is wrong,’
‘then you are sutomatically excluding a large numbcr of the audience. And the idea,l hope,of us ias
that me ACCEPT. de are very varied in James,there's not & party line,we all completely disagree on
whmutmumm.hmﬁlbymm. So it'd be no good for us to start laying
dowm a preach~line to the audience.

nll:On-m'!’.-‘ouotmﬂ,'h-ttcmmm“&np?

TIM : It doean't really. That song wasn't created out of that, it was created because I had a friend who
disappeared ,psychologically just disappeared through the use of Dope,which is of course meant to be
such & soft drug and everybody thinks it's harmless,and he just like wore himself awoy until he
wasn't there,and you'd be in & room and he wasn't there,he just wasn't there, And so that song
jan't really like a protest song,it's quite juvenile in & way - I was very upset and so I found
a release for ny upsetness by singing about it in that sense, It wasn't meant sz a great protest
sang condesmning alcohol and drugs,it was just a rather sad song about someone who disappeared,

AUR 3 How do you foel about being on Factory Records,as all their other acts are completely overshadomed
by Hew Order,and this seems to reflect in their successes ?

7IN : Thia is another Kind of statement,that’s a kind of myth., %e're not on Fastory Records,wa've never
been on Factory Records, well everyone comes to this comelusion - we've relessed 2 singles on
Factory Records, ve've never signed say bit of paper with Factory Records. Ve haven't even
received any money from Factory Records - not a penny has beea retumed to us,we're sure it
will be,but it hasn't yet. A1l that happened was that a few years ago they came io us and said
would you makxe an LP? Ve said no,they said would you make an EP? We said we'd do a single, Then
thuy came & year later and said the same thing,but it was a single agsin. The reasons for our
timidity were that A) Ve wanted to find 2 producer who could transiate our music onto vinyl in
o way that wis as original as we felt our music mus,and B) Wie just weren't ready at that tixze,
and ve wanted it relsased through an outlet where the most amount of people could get it as
possibla, infortunately indie distribution in thia country ia highly inefficient and poople
just don't get it uniess they're into the same thing,7'know, And we would like to reach a wide
range of awliense,we'd like 5 year old kids to come and buy our music,we'd like parents to cone ¢
and buy our music,ve want to go and play at schoolss ve aren't into trendy,hip IME,Sounds,Nelody '
vaker readers,that's again like an exclusiveness,vwe wont it to be open,because it does not
exclude people,it accepts peoples

AUR : How will you get these people to hear about you,as you've coly ever done interviews with the
trendy, hip music papers ? ‘

TIM : 7ell the rest of the sudience are going to come when we release our LP and single,then more
people will come to our congurts. People are coming to our concerts and they're getting it
from word of mouth. Ye have lovely congerts & lot of the time,sometimes wo have tenae concerts.
That aguin we have to accept,sometimes we have a dovmright agressive concerts,shocking really,
that's fun too,1 different concert you can’t anticipste. One night you're playing s ecclebration
tho next night you're playing a really agreasive,powerful inter-ronction with the awlience,
you don't know what the hell's going on. You have to accept it all,

AUR : Vhen do you plam to tour the UK is your owm right 7

TIM : (Some mmglﬁ:.npp-r-ntly not until after Christuwas)....There hasn't been a tour as yot ,but lots
of ome~offs. Alsc we really do enjoy supporting other bands,'csuse there you get an sudience which
aren’t in your favour and it's really exiting toc see if you can win them 'round,and to hear the
change take place from the beginning of the concert,and to try and get beoples’ attention.it's
really intresting,it's more fun in & way,no it ian't it's as fun. Ve'd support snyone really,
well,thore’s one or two people we'd drew the Line nt, lie were asked to support the Jesus and
Mary Chain,and we just thought that was a bit stupid really,because they were Just advoeating too
much violence, You can't really advocats violence,y'lmow,that's just not on, It was in such n
childish way too,l ooan advocating viclence in the way that they were,they were talking about
their asots of getting pissed and smeshing up tho stages as Leing something revolutbaary. I mean,
that was their manager,and if they're so munipulated by their manager that you can release Press
Releases 1lke that,ne haven't really got much respect for them,even Af we liked the musig,so it
Just wasn't worth it,

Where's Robin? no.2-30p+sae from aur



Vhen Things Were Perfect is a vrittsn,photognphio
and sursl record of & concert held in the grounds
of Hinchingbrooke House in Huntingdon on the 29th
Sept.I985, featuring James,Perfect Vision,The Deviance
Red Over White and The Children Of Some Tradition.
This package is the result of a joint venture betveen
Steve Hartwell of Peeved Records and Luke Kelly of
Artifacts Of An Unknown Religion,who along with
Joseph Attwood and Jeremy IDmy promoted the concert.
A11 materisl in this booklet and on the sccompanying
cassette is under copyright and anyone who infringes
this will be MOANED AT by Steve Hariwell.
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